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McKelvey’s Theorem (1979) 
 !
Except in highly symmetric arrangements of the 
voters, it is possible to start anywhere in the 
policy space and, with carefully designed 
choices for proposals and counter-proposals, 
end up at any other specified location.
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What’s the moral of the story?
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Poole & Rosenthal’s Work

DW NOMINATE algorithm applied to both 
houses of Congress 


